1 


0 97 by g 1 . a * 1 N * k 
5 L 5 4 4 N "of 8 5 N ' . ; 
Lis . N — . E 2 my * & — 4 
T3: kd c * — — v 1 ' + 4 _ . . ”_ \ 
; 4 0 & > Jas 2 , * * * , 1 


Lac A bt 3 194 \ BIT. * 
Pꝛopagation of the Golpel 


P 
FE 7 
he — ''S 38 FE , | ps 
: 4 ; ow 05 ſ I %, * 
oF a " A - F L i 2 4 ” * 4 * F _— f 1 £ 4 3 E 2 wats 


in Fo- 


. 


N be. 
Y 6. * : [1 2 0 
+ g 4 3 x \S 3 
February 15. 
" n £ 15 : ? ” . * * 

: 2 : « 4 


* « 
— X 
* 


— 


a 8 
% 3 | 
— — — 1 


— * 


By the Right Reverend 
of CHICHESTER. 


"x 


4 *. 33 | 8 
LONDON, 
Printed by Joſeph Downing, for Thomas Speed in Exchange- 


Alley overagainſt Fonathar's Coffee-Houſe, 1706. 


=» 0 


. ˙ 


At a General Meeting of the Society for | 
Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts, Friday February 15, 170}. 


A Gece that the Thanks of this | 
_ 4 Society be given to the Lord 
Biſhop of ( wichen for his Sermon 
preach'd this Bay in the Church 
of St. Lawrence Jewry: And that 
his Lordſhip: be delired to Print | 
the fame. 1 | 


Jo done,, Secretary. 
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Acts XVI Ver. ix. 


| A Viſion appeared to Paul in the Nigbt. 
WM There flood a Man of Macedonia, and 


prayed bim, ſaying, Come over into 
Macedonia and help us. 


HE N our Bleſſed Saviour was up- 

on his Departure out of this World, 
3 he commanded his Diſciples to 
ſtay at W and wait for the Promiſe of the 
HolyChoſt, which, ſaith he, they ſhould be baptiz d 
with not many Days hence: And be Witneſſes unto 


— him 
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AR. 1. 4, 
Mat. 28. 1 


20. 


him both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judæa, and in 


” Samaria, and unto the utrermoft part of the 
Fart, F | 
In ordet to which, and for the better Exekti- 
tion of that Commiſſion, there was conferred 
upon them the Gift of Tongues: 80 that there 
was no Nation of the Jews and Proſelytes under 
Heaven, then reſident at Jeruſalem, that did not 


hear chem ſpeak in their own Language and 


Dialect. At which they were all amazed, and 
marvelled, ſaying, Behold, are not all theſe which 


ſpeak, Gelileans ? And bow hear we every Man in 


AR. 2.4,6,3. our on Tongue, and Dialect, wherein we were born? 


bNe Nanine 


TW 


Parthians, and Medes, and Flamites, and the Dwellers 
in Me ſopotamia, and in Judea, 8 : 

Which laſt named could not but wonder the 
more, to hear theſe ſpeak i in their Dialect, whom 
they TIRE) to be Galileans, and who had ſo dif- 
ferent an Idiom or Form "of Speech or Pronun- 
ciation from the reſt of the Jews, that they were 
known by it throughout all Juclea, as the Caſe 
of Peter ſhews. Mark 14. 70. Luk. 22.59. 

This Gift was a Teſtimony to their Miſſion ; 


C.14. 22, (for, Tongues are for a Sign to them that believe 


not : ) and a Confirmation of what our Saviour 
had faid, Ye ſhall beWitneſſes unto me in Jeruſalem; 
and in all Judæa, and Samaria, and to the uttermoſt 
oe of the Earth? Bur norwichſtanding what our 

Saviour 
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Saviour had thus foretold, they were ſo poſſeſſed 
for the preſent with the Notion of a Kingdom 
co be reſtored to Iſrael, that upon their Diſper- 
ſion after Stephen's Death, they yet preached. the 
Word to none but Jews, till the Caſe was opened _ 
by the Viſion to Cornelius and Peter: And then - "i. 2 
St. Paul and Barnabas were called by the Holy 


ſhould have another Opportunity for it, or that 
others ſhould ſucceed them in thoſe Parts,. Youn 
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to Troas, a Maritim Town, being without doubt 
led thither under the ſame Divine Direction. 


Scene was opened, and the whole diſcloſed by 1 


he had feen the Viſion, immediately we endeavoured to 


had called us for to Preach the Goſpel unto them. ; 


courſe to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapo- 


nary, and fo indeed it can be no Preſident to 


this- prohibition, they took a ſtraight Courſe 


Here they ſtopped, and being in . the 
the Viſion in the Text. 
A Viſion appeared to Paul in the Night. There 
ſtood a Man of Macedonia, and prayed him, ſay- 
ing, Come over into Macedonia and help us. And after 
go into Macedonia, aſſuredly gathering, that the Lord 


Therefore looſing from Troas we came with a ſtraight 


lis, and from thence to Philippi, which 4s the firſt 
City of that part of Macedonia, and a Roman Co- 
lony. T1 BS 

The Caſe you fee, is throughout extraordi- 


us. We have no ſuch Apoſtolical Perſons, as 
Paul and Barnabas, to employ in the like Service, 
We have no ſuch Viſions, nor divine Calls, nor 
immediate Directions. We have no ſuch pro- 
miſe or aſſurance of Succeſs. We carry no ſuch 
miraculous Powers along with us, as the Gift of 
Tongues. We have not the Seas and the Winds 
to attend us, and to bear us directly along to the 
Country we are deſigned for. But however, as 

Th what- 
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give us ground to hope, that our Labour in that 


kind ſhall not be in vain in the Lord: And it 
may not only afford us many uſeful Obſervati- 
ons, but alſo give us encouragement to proceed 


vigoroully ; in ſo excellent and neceſſary a Work 
as is before us. 


To return therefore to the Words, we may 


E obſerve, 


I. The Cdn. of the People of Macedo- 


nia, which was ſuch as needed help. 


II. The diſpoſition of that people repreſent- 


Jed in the Viſion, wer, call ſenſible of their Mi- 
E fery ; they, as it were, call for help, Come over- 
and help us. 


III. The Help that was | afforded them, by 5 


che Meſſengers employed in that Service, ſuch 
as were Paul and Silas, who by a Viſion were 


called to Preach the Golpel unto them. 
I. Here is the Condition of the People of 


1 Macedonia, which was ſuch as needed help. 


By the ſhort ſtay which the Apoſtle made 
in Macedonia, (though with wonderful ſucceſs, as 
we may perceive by the Churches planted there 


in 


whatſoever things were written aforetime were written Ne. 11. 4. 
r our Learning, that we through comfort of the Scri- 
W prures might have hope: So the Narrative of the 
g Apoſtles proceeding in the Converſion of the 
8 Gentiles, and the Succeſs that attended him, may 
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447 18. 11. Word of God among them. 1 
Now when ſuch an extraordinary counſe was il 
taken, where ſuch extraordinary Perſons were 


ſent, wicn they had Viſion upon Viſion, there 1 


8 A Sermon preach d before the Society ry for toe 


in Phil and Theſſalonica, and the Progreſs he 

made as far as Athens and Corinth ) we may well 
conceive that as Macedonia was the entrance in- 

to Greece, ſo his Labours then were but an en- 

trance upon that Service which he was called 
Rem-11-13-to as the Apoſtle of the Gentiles. And that, ſuch 
as the Cale of the Macedonians, ſuch was the 

Caſe of other Countries: So in like man- 

ner St. Paul had another Viſion at Corinth, 

where he ſtaid a Year and {1x Months, teaching the 


Was ſarely ſome extraordinary ſervice which they 


were called to, which was to open the Eyes of the 
deluded Gentiles, and to turn them from darkneſs 


48:26. 17, fo light, and from the power of Satan unto God, &c. 


After this manner doth the Scripture repreſen | | i 
the ſtate of the Heatheniſh World, as a ſtate of 
Blindneſs and Thraldom, as a Rate of Death 4 


and Damnation ; and ſo required Help. 


Of this there are three Remarkable Inſtances 0 


which J {hall juſt touch upon, viz; 


'S 3 which is (1) either by changing i | 
Rom. 1, 23.2107) of the incorruptible God into an Image made kl i 


to corruptible Man, and to Birds, Beaſts, and creeping 
things. Or, (2 ) changing i the truth of God into a lie, bj 
Wor 


; 
y 
E 
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Worſhiping and Serving the Creature, ſuch as Dæ- 
mons and departed Souls, more than the Creator: 
| So the Apoſtle ſaich; The things which the Gen- 1 Cin 11. 
Y tiles ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to Devils, and not to God. ** 
= 2. There are Diabolical Compacts, which 

are uſually known by the Name of Magick, 
which are either by conſulting what are called 
W Familiar Spirits, Deut. 18. 10: or by Divina- 
tion, obſerving the Flights, and Motion, and 
Feeding of Birds and Beaſts, &c. Exel 21. 21: 
Yor by ſetting up Oracles to give forth ſuch 


Powers and Commands as may procure them 

e MReverence and Authority; Whether it were in 
ePretence or in Reality, it was much the ſame; Kung 11: 
as long as the People did believe and receive 2. 

c 55 


chem as ſuch. ee Celts Ons 
3. Groſs Immorality, which is the natural re- 
ult or the principal conſequent of the former. 


MT herefore the Apoſtle, as often as he recites the 
i Wdolatrics of the Heathens, he adds, wherefore 


od gave them up. So Rom. 1. 23, 24, &c. they 
changed the Glory of the Incorruptible God, &c. 
5, 8” herefore God gave them up, &c. So ver. 25, 26, 
W 3. The Particulars of which he further gives 

= This was fo the caſe, that the Apoſtle might 
ell ſay, chat the whole world lieth in wickedneſs, 
07 John 5. 19. And ſince the caſe was ſuch, 
— 5 B that 
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gredients that contributed to it, and which there 


account by himſelf, and which he can neither : 
fly from nor overcome; a Power which bites 


that theſe Practices of one kind and the other 
had fo far prevailed, were fo. fixed, what leſs 
than a new-created and divine Power ſhould | 
appear to deſtroy thele works of the Devil, and to 
bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 1 Job. 3. 8. 
But this is not all; for beſides the miſerable iſ 
Condition Mankind was in from the Deprava- 
tion of Humane Nature, and the univerſal Diſſo- 
lution of Manners, there were ſeveral other In- 


was no Relief againſt. Let us take one Inſtance iſ 
for all, which is Guilt, and the fear of a Puniſh- Ml 
ment in reſerve: For let Vice be never ſo {tif MW 
and maſterly, let it be never ſo predominant i 
and obſtinate, there is a ſecret Power lodg d 
within which exerciſes an uncontrolable Au- 
thority over the Sinner, and calls him to an] 


and ſtings like a Serpent, and like the Cockatrice 
will not be charmed, Jer. 8. 17. nor pacified. 
Nero himſelf, that Monſter of Mankind, knew 
not how to deal with this inward and untoward ] 
Monitor, or Judge rather, it broke out and ſnew - 
ed it felt upon a ſolemn Occaſion. It had hi 
Hand to it when he wrote to the Senate, and 
amongſt all his Paraſites and Flatterers, the 
Z SE , 
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Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts. 11 
Now what help is there for this? Where 
is the Perſon that hath not ſinned? that hath. 
not had this Monitor to admoniſh and chaſtiſe 
him for it? How will he be able to diſcharge and 
ceaſe himſelf of this unwelcome Companion? 
Let him multiply his Hecatembs, and offer 
the Blood of Beaſt and Man, nay, his own of 
chat of his Offspring, and give the Fruit of the 
I Body for the Sin of his Soul, it allays not the Fu- 
ry, the Wound wranckles, and his Conſcience 
is as cloſe to him as Nature it ſelf, how great or 
= how wiſe, how ſtrict and reſolute ſoever he 
may be. 5 = 
| This, I ſay, was a matter of conſtant Obſer- 
vation and Complaint; both as to the Sin, the 
Guilt and Puniſhment of it; but where was the 
Es Remedy to be found > Where was that Virtue 
in Philoſophy that could extirpate an evil Ha- 
bit 2 that could correct and alter the Temper 
and State of the Soul > Where were thoſe Rules 
and Preſcriptions that could carry off a Load 
of Guilt, or ſet the Conſcience of a Sinner at 
quiet, when that angry Power did invade and 
torment him? 5 mo 
Happy ſure is that State, where there are 
proper and effectual Remedies for all theſe Mi- 
leries. If this were to be had, not only the 
„ 3 >= © oli 
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Macedonian, but all Mankind would cry out with 
him, Come over and help us. 

But this is brought to light through the 
Goſpel: Ir is there and there only where we have | 
the offer of Divine Grace to aſſiſt us, and to 
work in us both to will and do. There we read of 
the Mercy of God for Pardon, and of the Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt for the Expiation of our Offences. 
There we have the Promiſes of God 4 our 
Encouragement. All which is a Doctrine ſo 
ſuited to the preſent Condition of humane Na- 
ture, that it cannot in reaſon be expected but 
that it ſhould be received with all acceptation; and 
which the Goſpel doth require. For this is now | 
the great Article of our Religion, and is that I 
Faith by which we are to overcome the World; 
and by which alone we can. So much did 
our Saviour at firſt declare. He that believeth on 
| the Son hath everlaſting Life : and he that believeth 
a not the Son ſhall not ſee Life, but the wrath of God 
=} abideth on him. And it is given as the Sum of 
the Goſpel, in Commiſſion to the Apoſtles; Go 
Je into all the World, preach. the Goſpel to all the 
Creation. He that believeth and is baptized ſhall be 
ſaved, and he that believeth not fhall be damned. We 
are therein farther told, that there is no Salvation 
. in any other, for there is none other Name under Hea- 
1 Yen given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
h What | 
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What Doctrine can be more expreſs than the 
Neceſſity of believing What Sanctions more af 
fecting and terrible, than this which concern the 
Salvation or Damnation of Mankind? 

Now to what Purpoſe ſerves all this? Why 


ſo rigorouſly impoſed, if after all it be not neceſ- 


ſary, and that a Perſon may be ſav d of what- 


ever Religion he is? Why ſhould ſo great a Di- 


ſturbance be given to the World, and it be in 
Truth (what was falſly ſaid) turned by it upſide 
down ? Why ſhould Apoſtles be choſen out with 
ſo much Solemnity 2 Why had they ſuch a Com- 


miſſion to authorize and enjoyn them to publiſh 
this with ſuch a Commination, as Wo unto us, if 


we preach not the Goſpel! Why ſuch Signs and i vr. 9. 16. 


Wonders and mighty Deeds to accompany it ; 
if it be not to confirm the Importance and Ne- 


ceflity as well as the Truth and Certainty of it ?2 cor. 12. 


And why ſhould they be oblig d to publiſh ir '* 


E wich the utmoſt Hazard to themſelves; of which 


the Apoſtle gives the Sum as to himfelf, A Cor. 


11. 26. I Journeyings often, in Perils of Water, in 


Perils of Robbers, in Perils by my own Countrymen, in 


Perils by the Heathen, in Perils in the City, in Perils 
in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in the Sea, in Perils a- 


mong falſe Brethren ; In Wearineſs and Painfulneſs, 


in Matchings often, in Hunger and Thirſt, in Faſtings 
often, in Cold and Nakedneſs, &c. 


5 | Where-- 
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Rom. 14. 4. 
Mat. 20.4. 


Jonah 3. 9, little more than the who can tell, of the Ninevites; 


Wherefore is all this coſt, if Faith in Chriſt was 
not neceſſary to Salvation, or that a ſober Hea- 
then might as well be ſaved as a St. Paul? | 

As to the Caſe of the Heathens to whom 
Chriſt never was preached, they ſtand and fall to 
their own Maſter, and according to that which is 
right he will give them. It is amongſt the Se- 
crets which belong to God; and it amounts to 


and is far from giving ſuch Eſtabliſhment to the 
Mind as the Caſe doth require. Its a Caſe ex» | 
traordinary, a Caſe by Conſtruction and not of 
Revelation. As for our Parts, we can only judge 
by the Law, which is our Rule, and ſo cannot take 
upon us either to abſolve them whom the Law 
doth condemn, or to make that which is un- 
certain to be certain. Law is one thing, and 
Equity another; and as the Law doth not take 
in extraordinary Caſes, ſo we cannot. Its a 
Mercy without the Covenant, without a Promiſe, | 
and without Hope; ſo far as is revealed to us. It 
may be (as Ihave ſaid) an equitable Caſe, which 
{urely belongs to God, but we are circumſcribed 
by the Law, and can ſpeak only as that inſtructs, 
and judge as that doth determine for us. 
But this is plain, that the Goſpel is to be 
preached to all; and wherefore to be preached to 
all, but that thereby all ſhould be obliged to — 
A 2 


| — 3 8 1 * _ 5 STA 23 | | 
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Jeſus and the Reſurrection were to be preached 
at Athens (at that time the Seat of Learning and 
Philoſophy) to the Epicureans and Stoicks, and 
che reſt of the ſame Character. It was to be preach- 
ed at the Court of Areopagus, to a Dionyſius, and 
the reſt of that Supreme Judicature. To the 
learned and moſt famous Moraliſts. 

It was to be preached to the Jew, notwithſtan- 
ding the Prerogative he had of keeping the Ora- 973: 12 
cles of God, and that to him pertained the Adopti-” © 


Ack, 17.18,- 
19, 34, 


on, and the Shechinah, the Covenants, the Service of God, 4#: 8. 7. 


and the Promiſe. 

It was to be preached to the Proſelytes, to a 
Religious Ane, to a devout Cornelius, who 48. 8. 27. 
| feared God with all his Houſe, and yet was toe. 
be inſtructed by a Peter in the Matters whereby he 


and all his Houſe ſhould be ſaved. 7 


Upon this Principle were the holy Miſſio- 
naries, the Apoſtles, ſent, when they preached to 
the World: And upon this Principle is this wor- 
thy and Chriſtian Society eſtabliſhed ; and that 
Miſſionaries are employd for the Converſion of 
Natives in the American Plantations and elſe- 
wha: EEG | et 
But how cold muſt all their Arguments be, if 

they fall ſhort of this; if a bare ſtock: of Nature 
were ſufficient, and Morality might be our Sal- 
vation. Suppoſe now that a ee en 

ad- 
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addreſs himſelf to a Native of theſe Countries, and 
labour to perſwade him to the Change of his 
Religion, and become a Chriſtian. And he 
fhould reply, I grant what you ſay, that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion doth propoſe many excellent 
Advantages to thoſe that believe and embrace 
it; bur I have been otherwiſe educated, and | 
cannot eaſily part with what all my Progeni- | 
tors have lived and died in; and muſt have 
very convincing Reaſons to oblige me to forſake 
3 | 
And therefore pray ſatisfie me in my Doubt, and 
give me a plain and poſitive Anſwer, whether 
a Heathen continuing ſo to be, may not be ſa- 
ved, if he take Nature and Reaſon to be his 
Guide, and live ſoberly and virtuouſly 2 And 
— why muſt all the World ſubmit to you? And are 
all ro be damn d that believe not as you do 
believe? _ „ 
Nov if the Anſwer ofthe Miſſionary be, that 
Il dare not be poſitive in it: A Chriſtian living 
as ſuch, will moſt certainly be ſaved; but I can- 
not ſay a Heathen will be damned. There is 
. more Hazard in one than the other, but the Caſe 
1 is not wholly deſperate, it is a doubtful Caſe, 
1 | but it is ſuch as I cannot finally condemn. '- 
Then, faith the Native, let the Fault lie upon 
me, and if I may be ſaved in the Religion of my 
_ 
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own Country, I ſhall need no farther Inſtr 
or, nor ſhall dive” any Change. | 
If this be the Caſe, the Labour of the Miſſio- 
nary will be at an end; and all the Expence 
of ſending ſuch abroad may be ſaved. For 
what is left is not Chriſtianity, but Deiſm. So 


and to look upon that as a Condition, wichout 
which we cannot be ſaved. 
In this matter we proceed upon the Doctrine 


i ele 3 by eſume to ſay, that every Man all be 


Lam: And this is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
to which our Church there refers, according to 
which the State of Nature is repreſented as a 
loſt State, 2 Cor. 4. 3 · and thoſe that are under 
it, to be . in Treſpaſes and Sins, and Children of 

Wrath, „ Sum of which is 


8 N 


in time paſſed Gentiles in the Fleſh, that at that time 
Je were without Chriſt, being Aliens from the Common- 


YS 


Promiſe, having 10 hope, and without God i in the 
World. v. 11, 12. 

Indeed, properly ſpeaking, there was never 
ſuch a thing as natural Religion; for from the 


C  -— 


—— 
_— 


neceſſary is it for all Men to believe in Chriſt, 


ſaved by the Se& or Law which he profeſſeth ; .o 
that he Us diligent to frame his Life according to the 


given us by the Apoſtle, Remember that ye being | 


wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the Covenants of 


4 of our Church, which ſaith, They are to be ac- drtic, 18, 
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firſt there was ſomewhat of Divine Inſticution, | 
and a Covenant made with Mankind. And 
on the other hand, it was never ſo in Fact and 
Practice, that the Religion of Mankind was 
ſimply and truly ſo; for it is evident, there 
was no Nation in. the World (where there was 
no Revelation) that was not immerſed in the 
groſſeſt Corruptions of Idolatry and Immorality 
. (as hath been before obſerved): So that they 
were wit hn Excuſe, as the Apoſtle ſhews, Rom. 
1. 20s „ | os © 
Wo From the whole we may conclude, that the 
= - State of Heatheniſm was at the beſt very dan- 
gerous; and if we proceed farther and take a 
View of it, as in fact it was, it was without | 
And the State of the Gentiles being now the 
ſame as it was then, calls to us for Commile- 
ration, like the Man of Macedonia, Come over iſ 
ng ES * 
II. There is the Diſpoſition of the People re- 
preſented in the Viſion, Come over. and help us. 
When the Apoſtle St. Paul was at Corinth, the 
Lord ſpake to him in the Night by a Viſion, 
Be not afraid, but ſpeal, and bold. not thy peace. 
427 18. 9; For I am with thee, and have much. people in this 
15. City. The Conſideration and Foreſight of 
which pave. great Encouragement- to the 9 
p tles 
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© files, and made them indefatigable in their La- 
bours:: And if the Caſe might ſpeak for it ſelf, 
and by way of Figure be transferrd to us; If we 
might judge of the Temper of the Infidel 
World by their Neceſlities, what Solicitation 
vuvould there not be? what Importunity for 

Y Help from us? We ſhould find, in the Apo- 
ſtle's Phraſe, that there would be an earneſt Ex- 
8 :peftatiom of the Creature | of the Hearheniſh 
E World ] waiting for the manifeſtation of the Sons 
I of God, when the happy Seaſon ſhall be, that they, g , 
ſpall be delivered from the Bondage of Corruption _— 
the glorious Liberty of the Children of God, 

This would be the Diſpoſition of ſuch Peo- 


| ple, thus would they be affected, if they under- | 
ſtood themſelves. If there be ſuch a Diſpoſi- 55 
- tion, we are to lay hold of it, and improve it; To 


= 


| if chere be not, we are to do all we can to cre- 
| ate it, and convince them of the Truth and Con- 
| ſequence of what we teach. - 

| Now the better to judge of this caſe, we 
may obſerve that there are three forts of Per- 
ſons, who ſtand in need of Help, and which 
„our Nation is more eſpecially concerned in a- 
. broad: And theſe are, Natives, Planters, or 
b Slavesz each of which will admit of a diſtinct 
Conkderation | 3 


. 4 — 4 | 


— - The 
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The Negroes are Slaves, and for the moſt 
part treated as ſuch, or rather by ſome as if 


| oy were a different Species, as they are of ix 


different Colour from the reſt of Mankind; 


and are too often diſcouraged, and refuſed to 


be made Chriſtians. The Spaniards are reproach- 
ed for driving the poor Americans to the Font, 


like the Cattle of the Eield. ;. but ſuch as theſe, 


on the other hand, drive them from it. 
I know nothing as to Chriſtianity that alters 


Mens Rights for the ſake of it; but ſuch as they 


were, fo they remain till alter d by a humane Law. 


And the Practice of this hath been continued 


throughout all Ages in the moſt Parts of the 


World: where Liberty has been reſtrained by 


Laws, or parted with by voluntary. Surrender, 
Or ſeized by Conqueſt and ; Forfeiture, Or laſtly, g 
been transferred by Sale and Purchaſe. It was 


ſo in the time of Abraham, who had in his Fa- 
mily ſuch as were bought with his Money, Gen. 

49. 1% 233 0 37:1 «117 wor 
It was ſo amongſt the Jews, who might buy 


Bond- men of other Nations, and take them as 


an Inheritance 7 or. ever. Levit. 25. 44, 44. 
It was alfo fo amongſt Chriſtians, as that of 


the Apoſtle ſhews, 2 Tim. 6. 1, 2. Let, ſaithehe; 


as many Servants as are under the Joh of Bondage, 


count their own Maſters worthy of all Honour, &c. 
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And they that have believing Maſters, let them not 
= deſpiſe them: but rather do them Service, becauſe 
* they are faithful and believing. 

: 2 that their being Chriſtians did med ah 
charge the Servant, and give him Authority to 
claim his Liberty from, the believing Maſter: 
Theſe things Chriſtianity did not intermeddle 


with ; but as it found them fo left them, to a- 


ide i 10 150 ſame Calling and State, wherein chey were 1 Cor. 7 ws: 


called, whatever the Civil Law did afterward; and 
which our Law excels in. 

As the Caſe now ſtands, there 3 to hid. a 
Neceſſity in thoſe Parts to have ſuch Servants, . 
though from the Beginning it was not ſo; but as 
| Divorce. was permitted to the Jews by the Law of 
| Moſes, becauſe of the Ftardneſs of their Hearts (as 
our Saviour faith) ; So a Traffick in this Kind is Kerr 19.3, 
indulged, becauſe of the Neceſſity. But however 
there is uty owing to them from their Maſters | 
| in whoſe Service they are, a Duty of Charity to 
their Souls, By endeavouring ro: inſtruct them 
in the Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, that they 
may (as St. Paul ſaith to Agrippa) be altogether 
ae as their believing Maſters, except their Bonds, 
Acts 26. 2 29. 

Here we:may reaſonably expect a greater Suc- 

cels in the Converſion of ſuch, than of Natives; 


becauſe they are wholly 1 in the Power of 1 
Maſters, 


£ 
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Maſters, and are not in a Condition to refuſe 
Whatever they demand of them: And if a fair 
Uſage goes along with the Inſtruction (where they 
expected to ſerve with Rigour, and to be trea- 
ted after the Manner of ſuch-with*Cruelty) it can- 
not but work upon them, and prepare them for 
ſuch Inſtructions as ſhall be dictated to them by 
à merciful and well- natured Superiour. This 
we find to be the Practice of ancient Times. It 
was ſo in the Family of Abraham, which conſi- 
ſted of 3 18 trained Servants, born in his Houſe, 
and bought with his Money; but were ſo well 
inſtructed, that they were all of the ſame Reli; 
gion with himſelf; and when he was by the Com- 
mand of God circumciſed, all thele were cir- 
cumciſed with him. Gen. 17. 12, 23. 
What a happy fight would it be to have 
ſuch a Change in the Condition of this miſera- 
ble People; to ſee Crowds of them, inſtead of 
going to their Sports on the Lord's-Day, (which 
they are too Ko indulged a Liberty in) re- 
pairing to the Church, and to make up (a8 
they are greateſt in their Number) che greateſt 
part of the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. 
How much would this alter the Condition 
of theſe Plantations, (where theſe poor Slaves 
are moſtly employed) when they ſhall from a 
Principle of Religion, Obey in all things their 
£ — Maſter 
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Maſters according to the Fleſh, not with Eye-ſervice, 


4s Men-pleaſers ; but in Singleneſs of Heart, fearing 


God, Col. 3. 22. = : 
What a Security will this be to their Maſters, 


when thoſe that they now fear more than. an: 


Enemy, are in one and the ſame Intereſt; when. 
there will be a mutual Truſt and Confidence, 
and they that are now watched and guarded for- 
fear of doing Miſchief, ſhall be a 2 


their Maſters for preventing it. 


How will this ſtop the Moutlis of our Ad- 
verſaries, —_— the. lame Circumſtances, 
might uſe the fame Pretences for their Neglect 


herein, and yet, to our Reproach, generally bring: 


them up- in: their, way to a formal Profeſſion - of 
Chrifhanity.. - PEO 

This is a Cafe that calls for Help; and I.hope- 
there will be a way found out to give it. 
The next Rank chat come under Conſidera- 
tion, are the Planters; that is, the Inhabitants 


of the Engliſh. Colonies in America. The De- 


generacy of which from Chriſtianity is much to 


be lamented, as. it is eaſy to be obſerved in too 
many of them: And it is the more to be lamen- 
ted, becauſe it is a Degeneracy. The People be- 
fore ſpoken of, the Negroes, are as they were 
born and educated, they know no better; and 


it they are bad with a bad Religion, we may 


e- guar d to 


preſume 
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preſume that they are ſo becauſe they had not the 

Opportunity or Means of being otherwiſe. 

But theſe whom we are now treating of, 

are born and bred up in the Chriſtian Re- 

ligion, admitted into the Church by Baptiſm, 

and cannot but have heard, in ſome Mea- 

ſure, what they are obliged to by Virtue of it. 

And yet by a ſhameful. Apoſtaſie are little better 

than Infidels. God forbid this ſhould be the ge- 

nexral Caſe in theſe Parts: No, we find many Co- 

lonies where our Religion is profeſſed and encou- 

raged, though too many fail (as it is too often 

among our ſelves) in the Practice of it: And 

+ Where they are deſtitute of the Means of Grace 

„ and are without a teaching Prieſt , yet they are 
2 Chron. 15. | : Fn 2 
3. very deſirous of having that Defect ſupplied. 
As there is at this preſent a very excellent 

Spirit raiſed up amongſt us for ſo worthy and 
glorious an End: So there is a Conjuncti- 

on with this in many Places, an Hungring and a 

Thirſting after Righteouſneſs, that call, for our 

Help, and very much lament the Want or Slack- 

nels of it; Which T hope we may look upon as 
a happy Omen that bodes well to the Church 

of God in thoſe Parts. 

But ſuppoſing it be otherwiſe, and that ſome - 

{hould chuſe to live as they are, that they are not 

of the Macedonian Temper, and call for Help, or 


{ 
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are unwilling to be at an Expence for it ; yet our 
Charity ſhould not fail, bur we ſhould make 
up their Want of it to themſelves by our own, 


by providing the Means of Salvation; and to 
leave the Succeſs to God. T 


It is our Reproach, if they call for Help, 
and we take no Care to give it, (though ir be 
in our Power, and we in a Condition to afford 
it) but it is theirs, if when brought home to 
them, they ſhould thruſt away Salvation from 
them. 8 „„ 
The laſt ſort that we are to have our Eyes 
upon, are the Natives; ſuch as do enjoy their 
Liberty and their Country, but remain in a 
State of Infidelity. V 
America is a Country divided from the other 
three parts of the Earth, with which it had no 
Communication, nor had the other any Knowledge 
of that till the Vear 1492, and conſequently had 
no Knowledge of Revealed Religion. It was not 
many Years ago, that a certain Author undertook 
to ſhew that the Ten Tribes among the Jews that 
were carried captive, were to be found in this Part 
of the World. But I know none that have diſco- 
vered any Footſteps of Chriſtianity here. So that 
if the firſt Miſſionaries had had theSpirit of St. Paul, 
who ſtrived with a holy Ambition to preach the 


Goſpel, where Chriſt was not named, here they had _ 36; 


1 


. 
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an Opportunity for it: And in all Probability it 
would have afforded a plentiful Harveſt; if there 
had been due Care taken to win and inſtruct the 
Natives by the former, to have made them theirs 
in Affection and Friendſhip ; and by the latter, 
to have made them Chriſts by Principle. 
But their new Maſters, the Spaniards, took ano- 
ther Courſe, they were unexpectedly fallen into 
a rich and plentiful Country, where they hap- 


pened to have Power to do what they would, 


and they willed to do whatever they had a 
Power for. They ſoon ſhewed, that they 
ſought not them, but theirs; and inſtead of in- 


fuſing into them the Principles of Virtue and 


Religion, they made them worſe in their Morals, 
and as utterly averſe to their Religion, as they 
were to them. 5 5 
Indeed they taught thoſe, whom they un- 
juſtly made their Slaves, as Gideon taught the 
Men of Succoth, with Thorns and Briers of the Wil- 
pax; Judg. 8. 16. it was with the Sword, Fire, 
and Torture, with the utmoſt Oppreſſion and 


Barbarity. 


The Indians in thoſe Parts were capable of 
receiving the Impreſſions of the Chriſtian. Reli- 
gion, and eaſily inclined to embrace it. For 
they were of a tractable, ſweet, and gentle Di 
poſton, and indued with all thofe good Qua- 
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lies which fitted them for it: And when the | 


Miſſionaries came firſt amongſt them, they re- 


ceived them as Meſſengers from Heaven, and 


ſoon were diſpoſed to be baptized. But upon 
the barbarous Uſage of thoſe Natives, who 
were deſtroy'd without any Provocation ;- when 
whole Countries were made deſolate, like a 


Wilderneſs, and the Cities and Towns depopu- 


lated; when by Tortures they were compelled 


to turn Chriſtians, without any previous Inſtru- 
ction, they had an Abhorrency of the Chriſtians, 


and beſtow'd no better a Name upon them than 
ares, that is, Devils (as the Biſhop of St. Mar- 


tha relates in his Letter to the King of Spain 
Anno 1541.) © And they believed the God 
©« of the Chriſtians to be the worſt of Gods, 
* becauſe his Worſhippers were the worſt of 


“Men, (as Bartholomew de Las Caſas, Biſhop of 
Chiapa, declares.) And certainly it was no Re- 


commendation of Chriſtianity, when in Hiſþa- 


niola they ſer up Gibbets and hanged Thirteen of 


theſe innocent Creatures in Honour to Jeſus 


Chriſt and his Twelve Apoſtles ( as they bla- 


ſphemouſly expreſſed themlelves.) 


What I have ſaid upon this Subject, is to 


ſhew how favourable an Opportunity was loſt, 


and how the Natives were eternally prejudiced 


againſt Chriſtianity. It was nobly ſaid by the 
Sw Dr _ Biſhop 


— 
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Biſhop laſt named, in a Repreſentation of the 
State of thoſe Nations to Charles the Vih. vi. 
© Though your) Majeſty ſhould run the riſque 
© of loſing all your Conqueſts in the Indies, and 
be rendred uncapable of cauſing the Chriſtian 
*© Faith to be preached among the Indians; it 
ere better to forego all ſuch great Advan- 
© tages, than to obtain them by ruining the In- 
“ habicants after the manner hitherto practiſed. 
* God doth not require Men to receive his Word 
d upon ſuch hard terms, and abſolutely forbids 
« ſuch a kind of Zeal for the Salvation of Souls 
das this. He would not have us pretend to be 
more concerned about the Salvation of Souls 


de than Himſelf, c. VF 

And the ſame Biſhop, in his Refutation of 
a Book, (wrote by Dr. Sepulveda, in Defence of 
this compulſive Practice) ſaith, © The Apoſtles 
made uſe of nothing but the good Examples 
Hof their Virtue and Holineſs, together with 
© their Doctrine, which contained the Threat- 
© nings and Promiſes of the Word of God; and 
* we ought to do that in the Indies, which they 
* did in other Parts of the World, : 

Thus far, it may be preſum'd, that we all 
agree in a juſt Deteſtation of theſe Cruelties, 
and we hope never to ſee the like revived, under 
any pretence whatſoever, f 


But 
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But we are led to another Subject that falls in 
under our Conſideration, which is the Third Gene- | 
ral; and that is, the Way to be taken for the — 
Propagating Chriſtianity by inſtructing the Na- | 
tives in the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion. 4 

This we ovn to be a very proper Courſe, if all [4 
things concur that are neceſſary to it; that is, if the | 
Chriſtian Religion, and all the neceſſary Conſtitu- 1 
ents of it be truly and faithfully repreſented; which | 
deſerves our Inquiry. For there is a Chriſtianity of 1 
our Saviour 's Inſtitution and making, and a Chri- It 
ſtianity of Mens own making; and I doubt we ſhall = 
find too much of the latter in the Caſe before us. 1 
The Scripture forewarns us of this. So St. Paul, I 
2 Cor. 11. 3, 4. I fear left by any Means, as the | 
Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty ; fo your - N 
Minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity that is 7 
in Chriſt. For if he that cometh preacheth another — 
jeſus whom we have not preached, or another Goſpel | 
which ye have not accepted, &c. So Gal. 1. 8,9. 
If any Man preach any other Goſpel unto jou than that 
you have received, let him be accurſed. 

Whether it be by Corruption, Negligence, or 
Ignorance, of this I ſhall give an Inſtance or two. 
The Firſt ſhall be that of Hierommus Xavier, 
who compoſed (as he ſaith) a Goſpel at the 
Deſire of Acabar the Mogul at Ara; the two 
chief Points of which are, the . of the Su- 

premacy 


* 
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Premacy of the Pope, and che raiſing a De- 
votion to the Virgin Mary; where he gives a par- 


ticular Account of her Parentage, her Nativity, 


and Preſentation in the Temple at three Years 
old. He ſeems indeed to have read no other 


Goſpel, than the Breviaries and Legends of the 


Church of Rome; or if he had read the Scripture, 
ſhews himſelf to be a notorious Falſifier of it. 
Ihe other Inſtance ffiall be of the Biſhopof 
Chiapa, mentioned a little before, who offered 
thirty Propoſitions, to the Conſideration of the 


then King of Spain, to prevent the farther Ruin of 
the Meſt- Indies. And the firſt Propoſition is; that 


The Pope of Rome, canonically elected to be the 
Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt and the Succeſſor of St. 
© Peter, hath received his Authority from Chriſt; 


© which Power extends over all Men, whether 


e Believers or Infidels, &c. Propoſ. 7. ©. That the 


7 © Vicar of Griſt may diſtribute the Kingdoms 


* and Provinces of the Infidels among, the Prin- 
*ces of Chriſtendom. That by Virtue of the | 
Grant of Pope Alexander the VIth (under whoſe 
Popedom the Weſt-Indies were dilcovered ) King 
Ferdinand and Iſabella his Queen have a univerſal 
Juriſdiction over the Indies. Propoſ. 14 & 17. 
From whence we may obſerve, that the Church 
ef Rome, by ſending Miſſionaries thither, had other 
Deſigns in View; Chriſtianity was — * 
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little taught, if we may believe an Eye-Witneſs 2 power: 
Acoſta, (who ſaith) © There were very many lere 4. 0.3 · 
« Prieſts, that thought they had acquitted them- 

4 ſelves very well, when they had taught the. | 
Natives the Lords Prayer, the Creed, and Sa- | 
© lutation in Spaniſh, which the poor Indian no i | 
4 more underſtood, than the Spaniard underſtood | 
ce the Indian. Or, ſaith he, If the Prieſt doth under- | 
© ſtand the Indian Tongue ( which is very rare) he 
* explains not ts them the Myſteries of the Chri- - 1 
© {tian Faith, neque vero ſatis novit, nor doth he i 
*himſelf ſufficiently know it; whence it was that — 
* amongſt thouſands, it might better be ſaid of 
* them, than in the Acts, who ſaith, they knew 

© not whether there was an Holy Ghoſt: So they. 
know not whether there be a Chriſt or not... 5. . 
Nay, the Ignorance or Negligence amongſt 
them was ſo great, that for Forty Years after 

the firſt Coming of that People amongſt them 

there were not any. that underſtood two Arti-. 4.c. 4 
cles of the Creed, as he relates. 


Lond 


* 


So that we have great Reaſon to ſuſpect their 
numerous Converſions which they boaſt of, and 
that they are not made by a diligent Infuſion of 
the great and fundamental Principles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion into the Minds of the Natives, 
Such was the State then, and ſuch is the State of 
it ſtill; for it cannot be conceived that they are "i 

ene a "gh . 
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better inſtructed than thoſe of that Church gene- 
rally are at home; ſince they have fixed bars, 
that render ſuch a Deſign unpracticable ; Fmean, 
the Denying the Ule of the Scriptures in the vulgar 
Tongue to the Laity, and having the Service in 
an unknown Tongue, by which Means, they have 
Luke 11. 12. taken away the Key of Knowledge, and thoſe that were 
entring in they NM OD 
Bur whilſt we find Faults in others, we muſt 
not forget our own. It has been the continual 
Matter of Reproach to us, that this Application 


to the Natives has been neglected on our Part. 


Where are the Numbers you have converted to 
the Chriſtian Faith? Where the Fruits of your 
Religion? when you haveunder your Care thoſe 
vaſt Dominions which are called the Engliſh Em- 
pire; and from whence you. draw ſo much of 


ſelves at Home. 


This is an Objection that hath its Weight, 
and perhaps is uncapable of a juſt and ſufficient 


your Emoluments to enrich and pleaſure your 


Anſwer. Recriminations are but a kind of Con- 


feſſion of Guilt : And the beſt way then to an- 
ſwer, is, to mend what is amiſs in our ſelves, be- 
fore we complain or can well juſtifie our Com- 
plaints of others. „ 

And this we are now upon. The Deſign of this 
Honourable and Worthy Corporation is becom- 


ing 
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ing the Character of the Members of it, becom- 
ing not only their Quality and their Station, but 
as Proteſtants, as Members of the Church of Eng- 
gland; nay, as Engliſb-Men, that we may come i 

up to other Nations and Churches, and vie with _ 1 
chem, if not exceed them, in their Applications | 
and Proviſions this Way. = 

We are ſo far atleaſt upon even Ground with | 

the Church of Rome, that under God the Succeſs 
of the Deſign depends upon the due Uſe of hu- | 
mane Means, upon rational Evidence and the | 
Divine Bleſſmg. Whatever Boaſt that Church JF 
may make as to miraculous Powers in other Parts 
of the World; and though they have made Mi- _ — 
racles a ſtanding Note of the Church; yet here 
all their Skill or their Pretences that Way fail | 
them. Therefore the aforeſaid Author, Acoſta, 
asks a very material Queſtion, © Whence it 
Lis, that amongſt the newly diſcovered Nations, | 
*that Power is not to be found? And again, — 
© Whence there is ſo great a Scarceneſs of theſe e 
Signs, ſeeing there may ſeem ſo abundant a | 
© Neceſſity for them, merito cruciat animum, it, ſaith { 
© he, deſervedly racks my Mind? And in no- 9 
"thing was this more viſible then when inſtead — | 
© of the Septuaginta duo, the ſeventy two Langua- 
ges at the Confuſion of Babel, there are here Sep- 
© tmgenti, Seven hundred and more, there being 
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I. 1. 2. c ſcarcely a Valley but what hath a Mother- 
« Tongue of its own. 2 
So that he concludes at laſt, That one thing, 
« and the moſt powerful among the People of the 
« New World,. and the moſt efficacious Argument 
«to induce them to believe, and almoſt the 
c only one, the neceſſary Miracle, is, mores cum 
* fide congruentes; that their Manners agree with 
© their Faith. 5 | 
Herein we agree with him; for whatever 
they pretend in the Theory, yet in Fact they 
had no Miracles; if any there were, they were 
as Tranſubſtantiation, inviſible : Therefore 
where thoſe are wanting, there is nothing can 
ſupply that Deficiency, but Virtue and Piety. 
Miracles have this Advantage, that they are an 
Appeal to the Senſes of Mankind, and of 
which all are capable of diſcerning and judg- 
ing: And a good Life is an Appeal in the 
ſame Way, it is by that, that Religion is beſt | 
taught and underſtood: And he ſhall not 
likely fail of Succeſs, that comes clothed 
with the Innocence and Purity, the Sincerity 
and Meekneſs of a John the Baptiſt, though 
7:ix 10:41, With him he works no Miracles 
This is a lively Repreſentation. of the Truth | 
and Excellency of our Religion when it a- 
bounds in good Works; and Humility, and 
C 
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Charity, (which is the Bond of Perfeftneſs, , 
will more engage a Reverence to that, and a 
Regard to our lelves, than all the cold Ar- 
| guments and goodly Words of, Depart in Peace, 
be ye warmed, be ye filled; than all formal Pro- 
feſſions, which will be accounted but idle Spe- 
culations when there are no Fruits to ſhew 
them by. This then is the Firſt Thing to be 
regarded in the Choice of proper Miſſionaries, 
and the Firſt and chief Thing they themſelves 
are to regard, that they be Men fearing God. 
The Author above-quoted faith, © That is a | 
«fixed and eſtabliſhed Concluſion, and re-; © | 
* mains without any Doubt, that the Indiaus ö 
* having not embraced the Chriſtian Faith, is ; 
< owing for the moſt Part to the Negligence _ 
«and Wickedneſs of the Miniſters employed 
in that Service. It was formerly, and till is, . 
a frequent Practice in the Church of Rome, to 
ſend ſuch Prieſts into theſe Parts, the Partes In ö 
fidelium, (as they are called } who, like damaged 5 
Goods, are unſerviceable at Home. 5 | 
And I pray God this may not be our Caſe. | 
This we more fear than an Adverſary. Nay, | 
an Adverſary may make us more vigilant and | 
careful, more induſtrious and expert to provide 5 
againſt their Attempts; but Vice and Negli- | 
gence, which often go together, are like 2 
"” DT mo. 
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fecret Leak at Sea, which ſinks all at once, 
and ends in a terrible Diſappointment. 

It is therefore the great Care of this pious 
Foundation, to prevent ſuch Abuſes; to ſend 
fuch Perſons upon this Deſign; as may be Ex- 
amples to others in Word, in Converſation, in Cha- 
rity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, 1 Tim. 4. 12. 


that teach over again in their Lives what they 
have before. taught in their Principles; that may 
be an Ornament to their Profeſſion, an Honour 


to their Religion; and that may give no juſt 
Occaſion. to the Adverſary to ſpeak, reproachfully of 
either. 5 = | 
This being preſuppoſed as rhe firſt” Thing 
neceſſary, that a Miſſionary be a good Man 
himſelf, whoſe Office it is to perſwade and 


make others to be ſo: The next Point in order 


1 Tn. 3. 2. is, that he be able, willing, and apt to teach: That 


A, 18. 2 


he be. like Apollos, mighty in the Scriptures, and 
can bring forth out of his Treaſure Things new and old: 


2Tim.3, and be from thence throughly. furniſhed unto-all 


I6, 17y 


good Works : That he be well acquainted with the 
fundamental Principles. and. neceſſary Rules of 
his Religion: That he be skilful, and know how 
to deal with the. Infidels, in order to their Con- 


viction, and to repreſent to them the Miſery 


and Danger of the Condition they are in, and 
be. able, , when: they are conyinced, to reſolve: 
> 
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the great Queſtion put by the ilor is this 
Chapter, and will be theirs, Sirs, what ſhall Ido to ve. 
be ſaved? That he well underſtands the Tempers 


30. 


and Paſſions of Mankind; and that he be prudent, 

modeſt, and of good Behaviour; and be gentle unto: Tim. 3. 2. 

all Men, Patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing even thoſe 2 Tim. 2. 24, 
n 135 


that oppoſe themſelves. 

But on the other Side, as our Miſſionaries 
have not the Advantage of confirming their 
Doctrine by Miracles and extraordinary Po W- 
ers; ſo they are not under the Advantage of 
extraordinary Proviſions and Means of Subſi- 
ſtence. They are not ſent forth as the Diſci- 
ples were, with a Command, that they ſhould. 
take Nothing for this Expedition, uo Scrip, no N“. 8. 
Bread, no Money in their Purſe, &c. Deus providebit 
is a great Support in every Caſe that falls un- 
der the Divine Providence: And he that hath 


begun this good Work may be depended up- 


on for the Continuance, Furtherance, and Suc- 


celsof it. 5 1 
But this we ought not to plead in Excuſe: | 
to our ſelves, and by Way of Abatement to- 
our Duty and Aſſiſtance. How ſhall they call on 
him on whom they haue not believed? And: how ſhall 
they believe in him, of whom they have not heard? 
And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher? And Row 10. 14} 
bow. ſhall they. preach, except they be ſent-? 2 | 
= 


ial EX as barbarous as the Indians are now, Gentiles , 
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how ſhall they be ſent, without they be ſup- 
plied with what is neceſſary for their Subſiſtance 
and Encouragement ? And how can our Cha- 
rity be better beſtowed than to have the Gen- 
Rem. 15. 18, tiles made obedient by Word and -Deed ? that 
&21- thoſe to whom Chriſt was not ſpoken of, may ſee ; 
And they that have not heard , may underſtand, 

and have preached among them the unſearch- 

able Riches of Chriſt, We every Day pray, 

that the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 

may come; and that the Fulneſs of the "Gentiles 

W 11:25 may come in; and that there may be one Fold and 
Joby 10. 16.0ne Shepherd. | 
But we ſhould add Endeavours to our 
Prayers, and do what in us lies for the ac- 
compliſhing of ſo glorious an End. Time 
was, when the Inhabitants of this Iſland were 


carried away unto dumb Idols, even as they were led. 

And we might have ſo continued to this Day, 

had it not been for the ſpecial Favour of God 

and the Induſtry of thoſe Apoſtolical Perſons, 

Nen. 15.19.48 St. Paul, that travelled from Jeruſalem, and 
Ver. 24, 28. Tound about unto Ilyricum, unto Spain, and even to 
theſe Britiſh Illes fully preached the Goſpel of Chrift 

And ſhould not we be moved by the like ge- 

nerous Compaſſion, and hearken unto thoſe 

that with the Macedonian Spirit call to us, Come 

oper into the Indies and help us? What 
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What vaſt Tracts of Land are there yet re- 
maining undiſcovered? And what of thoſe al- 
ready diſcovered remain uncultivated > And 
what Multitudes of Natives are there that remain 
as uncultivated- as their Lands > Nations in- 
volved in the groſſeſt Ignorance, that have no 
other Inſtructors than a blind, confuſed, and 
milguided Reaſon, (if it may be allowed that 
Name) and no other Books than thoſe of Na- 
ture, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, to inform them 
of a God; and are ſo ignorant, as to take them 
and worſhip them for Gods. „C N 
We find Idolaters in the Catalogue of Repro- 
bates, that ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God." co. . 5. 
And ſhall we not do what in us lies, by lending 1 
or being ſent amongſt them, by ſerving or pro- 
viding 4 them that enter upon and offer them- 
ſelves f& this Service, that the Eyes of ſuch poor 
Wretches may be opened, and they may be turned from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan unto 44526. 28, 
God: that they may receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and Juberitance among them which are ſanctified by 
Faith that is in Chriſt. 


To whom with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour, Glory and Power aſcribed. 
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